
VEF? 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl i ca t ion  No. 12302, of  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and D i r e c t o r s  of 
Georgetown Col lege ,  pursuant  t o  sub - sec t ion  820 
Zoning Regula t ions ,  f o r  a s p e c i a l  excep t ion  under paragraph 
3101.46, t o  permi t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  a S tudent  Recrea t ion  
Complex, i n  t h e  R-3 D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises 3800 Reservoi r  
Road, N . W . ,  (Square 1321, Lot  1). 

HEARING DATES: February 1 6 ,  1977, A p r i l  23,  1977, and May 
1 0 ,  1977 

DECISION DATE: June 15 ,  1977 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The Appl icant  r e q u e s t s  permission t o  b u i l d  a 
s t u d e n t  r e c r e a t i o n  complex on t h e  s i t e  of  Kehoe F i e l d .  This  
p r o j e c t  w i l l  have a g r o s s  f l o o r  area of  77,970 square  f e e t ,  
n e a r l y  all of which w i l l  be underground. The p r e s e n t  track 
and  f o o t b a l l  f i e l d  w i l l  be  r ep laced  above t h e  proposed f a c i -  
l i t y .  The s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  of t h e  b l e a c h e r s  w i l l  be reduced 
from 6,000 t o  3,000. 

2 .  The p r o j e c t  w i l l  p rovide  a swimming pool  and 
o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  supplement and p a r t i a l l y  re- 
p l a c e  t h e  McDonough Gymnasium. It i s  in tended  t o  b r i n g  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  a t h l e t i c  f a c i l i t i e s  i n t o  conformance w i t h  Fed- 
e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  e q u a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  men and 
women. 

3.  Act iv i t ies  i n  t h e  complex w i l l  p r i m a r i l y  be 
l i m i t e d  t o  intramural and r e c r e a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  except  f o r  
approximate ly  f i v e  i n t e r - c o l l e g i a t e  swimming meets a yea r .  
No s p e c t a t o r  s e a t i n g  w i l l  be provided f o r  watching t h e  s w i m -  
ming meets. 
members of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  popu la t ion ,  and,  on a "space avai- 
l a b l e "  b a s i s ,  o u t s i d e  of peak hours ,  t o  nearby r e s i d e n t s  and 

The r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  wlll be a v a i l a b l e  t o  
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alumni. 

4 .  The Board heard t h i s  case a t  t h e  same time t h a t  
i t  heard the  rehear ing  of the  Universi ty  Campus Development 
P lan  (BZA CASE No. 10814) ordered by the  D . C .  Court of Appeals. 
T h i s  complex, along with the  Heating and Cooling P lan t  Addition 
(CASE No. 1 2 3 1 6 )  c o n s t i t u t e s  t he  "Immediate Construction" phase 
of t h e  p lan .  

5 .  Georgetown Universi ty  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1789 
under a c h a r t e r  granted t o  i t  by the  Congress of the  United 
S ta t e s .  It i s  an acc red i t ed  Univers i ty  and au thor ized  t o  confer  
degrees ,  and q u a l i f i e s  as a u n i v e r s i t y  under t h e  Zoning Regu- 
l a t i o n s .  

6 .  The loca t ion  of t he  Student Recreat ion Complex i s  
w i t h i n  the  campus boundaries of Georgetown Univers i ty ,  a s  pro- 
posed i n  Case No. 1 0 8 1 4 .  

7 .  There w i l l  be no inc rease  i n  enrollment a t  the  
Un ive r s i ty  as a r e s u l t  of approving t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  the  
S tudent  Recreation Complex. 

8 .  The Universi ty  p re sen t ly  has  3 , 7 0 8  parking spaces ,  
t h a t  i s ,  more than double the  1 , 7 7 4  requi red  by t h e  r egu la t ions .  

9 .  The complex w i l l  be loca ted  on the  western por t ion  
of  t he  campus, 170 f e e t  east of Glover-Archbold Park. It  i s  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  removed from any res idence .  

i m  
t o  

10.  The p r o j e c t  has the  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  an  a f f i r m a t i v e  
p a c t  on t h e  t r a f f i c  s i t u a t i o n ,  by reducing peak hour t r i p s  

t o  s e r v i c e  t h i s  f a c i l i t y .  The increase  of from s i x  t o  e i g h t  
s t a f f  persons t o  s e r v i c e  t h i s  f a c i l i t y  w i l l  add only about 
f i f t e e n  t r i p s  per day t o  and from t h e  campus. 

and from the  campus. No a d d i t i o n a l  parking w i l l  be requi red  

11. Experience wi th  p r o j e c t s  of t h i s  s o r t  i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  the  p r o j e c t  w i l l  become a cen te r  of s tudent  a c t i v i t y  on 
t h e  campus. A s  an on-campus ga ther ing  p lace  f o r  s tudents  when 
they  are n o t  i n  c l a s s ,  i t  w i l l  tend t o  reduce t r i p s  away from 
and back t o  the  campus. 

1 2 .  The Nat ional  Cap i t a l  Planning Commission, by 
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r e p o r t  dated December 3, 1976 ,  recommended approval of the  
a p p l i c a t i o n ,  "provided t h a t  the Board r e q u i r e s  an evergreen 
hedge of a t  l e a s t  6 f e e t  i n  height  be planted along the  c r e s t  
o f  t he  s lope  t o  f u r t h e r  s h i e l d  the  s t r u c t u r e  from the  park."  

13. The Department of Transpor ta t ion ,  by r e p o r t  
da ted  February 14,  1 9 7 7 ,  o f f e red  no ob jec t ion  t o  the  a p p l i -  
c a t i o n .  

14 .  The J o i n t  Committee on Landmarks of t h e  National 
C a p i t a l  reviewed t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  on November 18, 1976 ,  and rec-  
ommended favorably thereon.  

15.  The Municipal Planning Of f i ce ,  by r e p o r t  dated 
February 11, 1977 ,  recommended approval of t he  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  
" sub jec t  t o  t h e  condi t ion  recommended by t h e  NCPC$:+;J:." 

1 6 .  There is. nothing i n  the  record which demonstrates 
why the  s t r u c t u r e  i s  i n  need of being f u r t h e r  sh ie lded  from 
t h e  park ,  no r ,  i f  t he  NCPC intended t o  recommend t h a t  t h e  park 
be f u r t h e r  sh ie lded  from t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  the  need f o r  t he  l a t t e r  

1 7 .  No adverse r e p o r t  o r  testimony i n  oppos i t ion  t o  
t h e  s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t  w a s  rece ived .  

18.  The s i t e  of t he  complex i s  loca ted  wi th in  ANC 3A. 
ANC 3B borders  the  premises t o  the  w e s t  and no r th .  By l e t t e r  
da t ed  February 1 6 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  the  Chairman of ANC 3B repor ted  t h a t  
ANC 3B had taken no p o s i t i o n  on t h e  f a c i l i t y .  Although the  
Chairman hypothesized t h a t  ANC 3B would not  have voted on the  
matter favorably,  such a hypothesis  i s  no t  t he  equiva len t  of 
t h e  procedural  requirements set  f o r t h  i n  sub-sect ion 1 7 1 i ( d ) ,  
D . C .  Code. By l e t t e r  dated February 2 2 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  t he  Chairman of 
ANC 3A repor ted  t h a t  a Committee of s a i d  4NC had reached no 
formal conclusion on t h e  merits of the  f a c i l i t y .  Although the  
Chairman s e t  f o r t h  Commission oppos i t ion ,  as a matter of p r in -  
c i p l e ,  t o  g r a n t  of any Universi ty  cons t ruc t ion  permit pending 
approval  of  a campus development p lan ,  he d i d  no t  s e t  f o r t h  
anyth ing  t o  show t h a t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  r e f l e c t e d  compliance with 
t h e  requirements s e t  f o r t h  i n  sub-sect ion 1 7 1 i ( d ) ,  D . C .  Code. 
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

The Board concludes t h a t  Georgetown Univers i ty  meets 
t h e  requirements of a u n i v e r s i t y  wi th in  t h e  meaning of t he  
Zoning Regulations.  The Board concludes t h a t  the  proposed ad- 
d i t i o n  i s  so  loca ted  t h a t  i t  i s  no t  l i k e l y  t o  become objec t ion-  
a b l e  t o  neighboring property owners because of n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c ,  
number of s tudents  o r  o the r  ob jec t ionable  condi t ions .  The 
Board concludes t h a t  the  proposed a d d i t i o n ,  when added t o  a l l  
e x i s t i n g  bui ld ings  and s t r u c t u r e s  on the  campus, does no t  ex- 
ceed t h e  gross  f l o o r  area prescr ibed  f o r  the  R-5-B D i s t r i c t .  
The Board i s  of t h e  opinion t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  i n  accordance 
w i t h  the  Univers i ty  Campus Plan which has been heard by the  
Board and he re to fo re  considered by it  i n  execut ive se s s ion ,  i n  
Case No. 10814,  and wi th  the  purpose and i n t e n t  of t he  Zoning 
Regula t ions .  It i s  the re fo re  ORDERED t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  
be GRANTED. 

VOTE : 

3-0-1 (Charles R .  Norr i s ,  W i l l i a m  F .  McIntosh, and 
Leonard L .  McCants, Esqui re ,  t o  g r a n t ;  
Theodore F .  Mariani no t  vo t ing)  

BY ORDER OF THE D . C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

L ATTESTED By: 
Steven E .  Sher 

L ATTESTED By: 
Steven E .  Sher 
Executive Direc tor  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS P.PPLICATION FOR A B U I L D I N G  AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
W I T H I N  A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 
ORDER. 


